A woman of about 35 years of age, in labour of her fifth child, was brought into hospital on the 20th June 1879. She was of short stature, dark complexion, and of good conformation. Her previous confinements were said to have been easy ; and her four children, two male and two female, are now living.
The uterus was firmly contracted on the body of the child ; the vagina hot, dry and tender ; skin hot, pulse quick ; thirst extreme. I proceeded to deliver the child by turning, but met with much opposition from the poor woman, who piteously urged me to desist, and allow her to die quietly. She had undergone, she said, a great deal at the hands of the midwives, and she begged that she might be spared further pain and trouble. I soothed her, and succeeded in persuading her to allow me to proceed with the operation. I found however that the uterus was so firmly contracted on the body of the child that, small as my hand is, I was unable to pass it into the uterus, I therefore desisted and administered some brandy with tincture of opium, which procured for the patient about two hours' refreshing sleep. I 
